[ 658 ] friends to fend him to the infirmary at Manchester : he was accordingly brought thither the Chriftmas following, and admitted an in-patient. Upon ex amination, we found it to have been a fimple oblique fracture, and that the ends of the bone rode over each other. His arm was become not only entirely ufelels, but even a burthen to him, and not likely to be otherwiie, as there was little probability, that it would ever unite, it being now near fix months face the accident happened.
im putation was therefore propofed as the only method of relief; but I could not give my confent to th a t, for, as the boy was young, and had a good conflitution, it was hardly pcffible that it could be owing to any fault in the folids or fluids, but that either nature was difappointed in her work by frequent fridtion, while the callus was forming, or rather that the oblique ends of the bone being fharp, had divid ed a part ofv a mufcle, and fome portion of it had probably infinuated itfelf betwixt the two ends of the bone, preventing their union. Which ever of thefe might be the cafe, I was of opinion, that he might be relieved by the following operation ;
to make a longitudinal incifion down to the bone, to bring out one of the ends of it (which might be done with great eafe, as the arm was very flexible), and cut off the oblique end, either by the faw or cutting pincers, then to bring out the other end of the bone, and cut off that likewife; afterwards to replace them end to end, and then treat it intirely as a compound frac ture.
Theobjedtions, made by the other gentlemen con cerned to this propofal were, iff, The danger of wounding
wounding the humeral artery by the knife; ad, the laceration of the artery by bringing out the ends of the bones; and, 3d, that we had no authority for fuch an operation. As to the fird, that was eafily obviated, by making the incifion on the fide of the arm oppofite to the humeral artery. The place of election appeared to me, to be at the external and lower edge of the deltoid mufcle, as the fradture was very near to the infertion of that mufcle into the hu merus, the danger of wounding the vefiel not only being by that means avoided, but after the operation, while the patient was confined to his bed, the matter would be prevented from lodging, and the wound be eafily come at, to renew the drefiings. The fecond objection will not appear to be very great, when we confider, that in compound fractures, the bone is fre quently thrud with great violence through the inte guments, and feldom attended with the laceration of any confiderable artery, and as this would be done with great care and caution, that danger would ap pear very trifling. The third and lad Objection is no more than a general one to all improvements. This method, which I have been propofing, was at lad reiolved upon, and 1 afiided in the operation, which was performed by a gentleman of great abilities in his profefiion, on the third of January, in the prefent year. The patient did not lofe above a fpoonful of blood in the operation, though the tourniquet was not made ufe of. When the operation and drefiings were finifhed, the limb was placed in a fradture-box con trived on purpofe, the lad confined to his bed, and the red of the treatment nothing different from that of a compound fradture.
The wound was nearly healed in a fortnight's time, when an^erifipelas came on, and fpread itfelf all over the arm, attended with fome degree of fwelling: this by fomentations and the antiphlogiftic me thod foon went off, and the cure proceeded happily without any other interruption. In about fix weeks after the operation, the callus began to form, and is now grown quite firm : that arm is as long as the other, but fomewhat fmaller by fuch long continued bandage ; he daily acquires flrength in it, and will foon be fit to be difcharged. 
